
 

 

Presented by: 

Kurt K. Christensen  
Principal Systems Engineer 

Pyxis Engineering  

 

Wednesday, 19 November 2008 (6:00 – 8:00 pm) 
Applied Physics Laboratory, Johns Hopkins University 

11100 Johns Hopkins Rd Laurel MD 20723  (Main Entrance – Lobby 1) 

Presentation:  This presentation will explain the design and use of an Architecture Repository that 

integrates an Enterprise Operational schema with an Objective Ontological schema. Mr. Christensen will talk to 

the conflict between these two schemas around requirements, implementation and design decisions. He will 

show how the partition is not fundamentally correct one way or another, as long as the enterprise objectives are 

met. Mr. Christensen suggests that starting in the Operational schema and migrating to the objective schema is 

the proper approach, but lacking tools on the operational side, he has typically short circuited this process. He 

will provide an example scenario showing how such a repository has been used to support architecture 

development and decision support. The repository incorporates a temporal model that can generate 

development/deployment time lines and aid in transition planning. He will explain the system engineering 

model to help develop responses to RFPs and show how the schema can support requirements analysis, 

allocation, design decisions, implementation and system testing... all the while, tracking meetings, action items, 

performance of personnel and status of tasks. 

Speaker: Mr. Kurt K. Christensen recently joined Pyxis Engineering as a Principal Systems Engineer and is 

helping to build their focus area in System Engineering. Mr. Christensen has over 25 years of systems and 

software development experience. He holds Masters Degrees in Electrical Engineering and Engineering 

Management, and Bachelor of Science degrees in Physics and Mathematics. Mr. Christensen's interests are in 

materials science, knowledge representation and indexing, sensory classification and response, and autonomous 

goal oriented control systems. ... basically any technology you would need to build an army of fembots. 

Note: Dinner will be held in the Howard County Room #3 (Enter the Main Laboratory Entrance, Lobby 1, and 

take a right at the guard station into the main cafeteria. We’re down at the end of the hallway in the very last 

diner room.) Topic discussion will follow dinner. 

Dinner:  Roast New York Sirloin of Beef Bordelaise, Shrimp Scampi, Spinach Salad, Seasoned Rice, Fresh 

Vegetable Du Jour, Rolls and Breads, Pastries, Coffee and Tea. 

Dinner Reservations:  To register for dinner, contact Dave Griffith at d.griffith@ngc.com or call  

410-993-2806.  Dinner Cost:  For non-members: $15; For INCOSE members: $10 the Friday  before the meeting date 

(Nov 14th, 2008), $15 afterwards.  To pay by credit card or PayPal, visit our website: http://www.incose.org/chesapek; 

or to pay by USPS, mail checks (payable to INCOSE-CC) to: 

Dave Griffith, PO Box 142, Linthicum, MD  21090-0142. 

Dinner Cancellation Policy:  If you make a dinner reservation and then find that you will be unable to attend, 

please notify us by Monday prior to the meeting to avoid liability for payment for the meal we will order for you. 

Presentation ONLY:  FREE (no reservations necessary) 

Corporate Sponsor:  We wish to thank the Applied Physics Laboratory for supporting the systems engineering 

profession through use of their facilities. 

Fine-grained Artifact Storage for Enterprise/Systems Engineering Integration. 
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5:45 – 6:00 pm Arrival and Socializing 

6:00 – 6:45 pm Dinner 

6:45 – 6:50 pm       Member Introductions 

6:50 – 6:55 pm Chapter Business Items   

7:00 – 8:00 pm Presentation 

 

Directions:        JHU APL, 11100 Johns Hopkins Road, Laurel, Maryland 20723,   Phone (443) 778-5000 

                                      See APL’s Visitor Guide for more: http://www.jhuapl.edu/newscenter/visitor/default.asp 

 

From Washington DC and Capital Beltway (I-495): 

Take I-95 North toward Baltimore, 10 miles to 

Columbia exit (MD Route 32 West),  

Go 2.5 miles to the Washington DC exit (US Route 

29 South). 

Go 1.5 miles south and take Johns Hopkins Road 

exit (bear right at the top of the hill). 

Or from the Capital Beltway (I-495): 

Take US Route 29 North (Colesville Road) 10 miles 

and follow signs for the turn onto Johns Hopkins 

Road. 

From Baltimore and Baltimore Beltway (I-695): 

Take I-95 South toward Washington DC. 

Go 13 miles and take Columbia exit (MD Route 32 

West). 

Go 2.5 miles and take Washington DC exit (US 

Route 29 South). 

Go 1.5 miles south and take Johns Hopkins Road 

exit (bear right at the top of the hill). 

Once you’re on Johns Hopkins Road: 

APL is a half-mile west of US Route 29 on your right side.  Go past the first entrance, continuing past the pond 

and take the next right turn onto a tree-lined lane.  Park in the visitor’s lot on your left side.  Enter at the main 

entrance marked Building 1 (flagpoles and traffic circle in front).   

Dinner is held in the Howard County Room #1.  Howard County Room #1 is located at the end of the cafeteria 

hallway to the right of the entryway just before the Guard’s desk.   

 

Our Evening’s Agenda 

http://www.jhuapl.edu/newscenter/visitor/default.asp

