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Wednesday, 21 March 2012 (6:00 – 8:00 pm) 

Satellite Observations and Climate Modeling:  
What They Can and Cannot Reveal About Future Climate. 

Albert Arking, Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences, Johns Hopkins University 

Location: Applied Physics Laboratory, Johns Hopkins University 
11100 Johns Hopkins Rd Laurel MD 20723  (Main Entrance – Lobby 1) 

 

Presentation:  The earth has undergone significant warming over the past century, with an average increase 

in global temperature of about 0.8° C (or 1.5° Fahrenheit).  There is no question that man's activities—from 

burning of fossil fuels to changes in land use and industrial production—have contributed significantly to the 

warming.  With that information, one might expect a consensus on what the world needs to do to avoid a change 

in climate that might be undesirable.  But the difficulty in arriving at a consensus is due both to limitations in 

the science—long-term natural variations are not understood well enough—and a conflict in values—socio-

economic welfare versus maintaining the natural habitat.  Science and technology has solved major problems 

that faced the world in the 20th century.  With the right approach, it could do so again in the present century. 

Speaker: Albert Arking is a Principal Research Scientist and Lecturer at the Department 

of Earth and Planetary Sciences, Johns Hopkins University, since 1992.  He conducts 

research, teaches courses, and supervises students pursuing the Ph.D. degree.  

Previously, he was a Senior Scientist at NASA Goddard Space Flight Center. During his 

tenure at Goddard, he served as Head of the Climate and Radiation Branch in the 

Laboratory for Atmospheres His current interests are centered on the earth's climate and 

include atmospheric radiative energy transport, climate modeling, development of 

methods to extract information from satellite measurements, and the analysis of satellite 

data related to clouds and the earth radiation energy budget. Dr. 

Arking was an Associate Editor of Theoretical and Applied Climatology.  

Delicious friendly networking buffet dinner:  Corned Beef and 

Cabbage, Parsley potatoes, Green beans, served with garden salad, dressing, rolls and 

butter, dessert, including a small Fruit Plate, coffee, iced tea 

Dinner Cost:   Guests: $25;  INCOSE members: $20 if payment is received by March 

16
th

, 2012,  $25 afterwards.  To pay by credit card or PayPal, visit our registration 

webpage for details http://www.incose-cc.org/registration/ 

 

Presentation ONLY:  FREE at 7pm in Parsons Auditorium  

 

Corporate Sponsor:  We wish to thank the Applied Physics Laboratory for 

supporting the systems engineering profession through use of their facilities.  

Door Prize for this 
month 

http://www.incose-cc.org/registration/


 

Our Evening’s Agenda 
 

5:45 – 6:00 pm Arrival and Socializing 

6:00 – 6:45 pm Dinner 

6:45 – 6:50 pm      Meet  

6:50 – 6:55 pm Chapter Business Items   

7:00 – 8:00 pm Lecture 

 

Directions:        JHU APL, 11100 Johns Hopkins Road, Laurel, Maryland 20723,   Phone (443) 778-5000 

                                      See APL’s Visitor Guide for more: http://www.jhuapl.edu//aboutapl/visitor/default.asp 

 

From Washington DC and Capital Beltway (I-495): 

Take I-95 North toward Baltimore, 10 miles to 

Columbia exit (MD Route 32 West),  

Go 2.5 miles to the Washington DC exit (US Route 

29 South). 

Go 1.5 miles south and take Johns Hopkins Road 

exit (bear right at the top of the hill). 

Or from the Capital Beltway (I-495): 

Take US Route 29 North (Colesville Road) 10 

miles and follow signs for the turn onto Johns 

Hopkins Road. 

From Baltimore and Baltimore Beltway (I-695): 

Take I-95 South toward Washington DC. 

Go 13 miles and take Columbia exit (MD Route 32 

West). 

Go 2.5 miles and take Washington DC exit (US 

Route 29 South). 

Go 1.5 miles south and take Johns Hopkins Road 

exit (bear right at the top of the hill). 

Once you’re on Johns Hopkins Road: 

APL is a half-mile west of US Route 29 on your right side.  Go past the first entrance, continuing past the pond 

and take the next right turn onto a tree-lined lane.  Park in the visitor’s lot on your left side.  Enter at the main 

entrance marked Building 1 (flagpoles and traffic circle in front).   

Dinner is held in the Howard County Room #3 located at the end of the cafeteria hallway to the right of the 

entryway just before the Guard’s desk.   

http://www.jhuapl.edu/aboutapl/visitor/default.asp

