
Cordially invites you to our  
Monthly Dinner and Lecture 

Presentation: This presentation addresses the three most common causes of large system 

failures. Those causes are that the systems architecture (1) is not designed to support scalability, (2) 
does not support incremental performance testing, and (3) increases complexity in system 
applications by failing to isolate them from the specific characteristics of external systems.  We will 
discuss: 

1. Why do so many large systems fail to perform as required? 

2. What are the specific common causes that make large systems more prone to performance failure? 

3. How can these roots of failure be avoided or overcome? 

Speaker: Mr. Taylor is an experienced systems architect who 

has designed many large, complex systems in highly diverse 
domains, including banking systems, the GPS ground system, the 
2000 and 2010 Decennial Censuses, and Classified Intelligence 
Systems. He has made numerous presentations on systems 
architecting at international conferences and has published several 
articles on systems architecting in trade journals. Mr. Taylor 
presently works for Evolver Inc.  in Reston, Virginia and is also an 
Adjunct Professor for the UMBC College of Engineering and 

Information Technology, where he teaches Systems Architecture and 
Design.  

Architectural Roots of  
Large System Failures   

Mr. Richard Taylor, Sr. System Architect, Evolver, INC 

Wednesday, 16 April 2014  
6:00 pm—8:00 pm 

Delicious friendly networking buffet dinner at 6 pm:  Sesame-ginger stir 
fried chicken; Jasmine rice and Stir fried Asian vegetables with garden salad 
dressing, rolls and butter, dessert, coffee and iced tea. 
 
Dinner Cost: Guests: $25; INCOSE and IEEE NPSS members: $20 if payment is 
received by April 11th 2014, $25 afterwards.  To pay by credit card or PayPal, visit 
our registration webpage for details: http://www.incose-cc.org/registration/  
 
Lecture ONLY Free at 7pm: Parsons Auditorium or Live via the web at http://

www.incose-cc.org/ or search for INCOSE.CHESAPEAKE on . 

Corporate Sponsor: We wish to thank the Applied Physics Laboratory for 

supporting the systems engineering profession through use of their facilities.  

Door Prize 

Location: 
John Hopkins University 
Applied Physics Laboratory 
11100 John Hopkins Laboratory 
Building 1, Parsons Auditorium 
Laurel, MD 20723 

Cosponsor: 

http://www.incose-cc.org/registration/
http://www.incose-cc.org/registration/
http://www.incose-cc.org/registration/
http://www.amazon.com/Architecting-Resilient-Systems-Disruptions-Engineering/dp/0470405031


JHU APL  
Main Entrance—Building 1 
Parsons Auditorium 
11100 Johns Hopkins Road 
Laurel, Maryland 20723  
Phone (443) 778-5000 
 
 
See APL’s Visitor Guide for more: 
www.jhuapl.edu/newscenter/visitor/
default.asp 
 
 
From Washington DC and Capital Beltway 
(I-495):  
Take I-95 North toward Baltimore, 10 miles to 
Columbia exit (MD Route 32 West),  
Go 2.5 miles to the Washington DC exit (US 
Route 29 South). 
Go 1.5 miles south and take Johns Hopkins 
Road exit (bear right at the top of the hill). 
 
Or from the Capital Beltway (I-495): 
Take US Route 29 North (Colesville Road) 10 
miles and follow signs for the turn onto Johns 
Hopkins Road. 
 
From Baltimore and Baltimore Beltway  
(I-695): 
Take I-95 South toward Washington DC. 
Go 13 miles and take Columbia exit (MD Route 
32 West). 
Go 2.5 miles and take Washington DC exit (US 
Route 29 South). 
Go 1.5 miles south and take Johns Hopkins 
Road exit (bear right at the top of the hill).  
 
Once you’re on Johns Hopkins Road: 
APL is a half-mile west of US Route 29 on your 
right side.  Go past the first entrance, continu-
ing past the pond and take the next right turn 
onto a tree-lined lane.  Park in the visitor’s lot 
on your left side.  Enter at the main entrance 
marked Building 1 (flagpoles and traffic circle in 
front).   

Directions 

http://www.jhuapl.edu/newscenter/visitor/default.asp
http://www.jhuapl.edu/newscenter/visitor/default.asp

